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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 03997 130851Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 EPG-02 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 
FRB-03 OMB-01 /038 W 

130853Z 095497/10 

P R 130815Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3876 
INFO AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 3997 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF SHIFT 
IN COMPOSITION OF FOOTWEAR IMPORTS 

REF: STATE 102608 

EMBASSY HAS NO INTERNAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
INTER-CHANGEABILITY OF PRODUCTION FACILITIES IN THE 
ROK AND PREFERS NOT TO HAZARD AN OPINGION AS TO THE 
LIKELIHOOD THAT ANY CUTBACK IN SHIPMENTS OF NON-RUBBER 
FOOTWEAR WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN INCREASE IN SHIPMENTS 
OF RUBBER FOOTWEAR WITH OUT SUCH INFORMATION. 

ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ROKG OVER A NON-RUBBER 
FOOTWEAR OMA AND THE ATMOSPHERICS SURROUNDING THESE 
TALKS HAVE MADE THE PAST WEEK AN INAUSPICIOUS TIME TO 
APPROACH THE ROKS FOR THE INFORMATION NECESSARY 
TO RESPOND TO SENATOR TALMADGE'S INQUIRY. AT FIRST 
POSSIBLE MOMENT, PROBABLY EARLY WEEK OF MAY 16, 

EMBASSY WILL INQUIRE AS TO THE DEGREE OF INTER-CHANGEABILITY 

OF PRODUCTION FACILITIES AND RESPOND ASAP TO 

REFTEL. 

SNEIDER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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